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w rozumieniu Europejskiej Konwencji Praw Człowieka z zamieszkującym na 
terytorium Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej obywatelem polskim lub obywatelem innego 
państwa członkowskiego Unii Europejskiej. 

Artykuł 161 u.c. określa warunki udzielenia zezwolenia na pobyt czasowy dla 
członka rodziny cudzoziemca legalnie przebywającego w RP. Zezwolenia na pobyt 
czasowy udziela się cudzoziemcowi, który pozostaje w uznawanym przez prawo 
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej związku małżeńskim z cudzoziemcem zamieszkującym na 
terytorium Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej co najmniej od pięciu lat na podstawie 
zezwoleń na pobyt czasowy w celu połączenia się z rodziną, jest pełnoletnim 
dzieckiem cudzoziemca zamieszkującego na terytorium Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej co 
najmniej od pięciu lat na podstawie zezwoleń na pobyt czasowy w celu połączenia się 
z rodziną. Cudzoziemcowi, który przebywa na terytorium Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej 
na podstawie zezwolenia na pobyt czasowy w celu połączenia się z rodziną, udziela 
się zezwolenia na pobyt czasowy, gdy przemawia za tym jego ważny interes, w 
przypadku: 1) rozwodu, separacji lub owdowienia tego cudzoziemca, jeżeli 
pozostawał w uznawanym przez prawo Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej związku 
małżeńskim z cudzoziemcem zamieszkującym na terytorium Rzeczypospolitej 
Polskiej, 2) śmierci jego rodzica będącego cudzoziemcem zamieszkującym na 
terytorium Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej lub 3) śmierci jego małoletniego dziecka, 
któremu nadano status uchodźcy lub udzielono ochrony uzupełniającej. 

Podsumowując, kwestia połączenia z rodziną jest jednym z najważniejszych 
problemów, z jakim spotyka się cudzoziemiec. Jest rzeczą bezdyskusyjną, iż 
możliwość ta wpływa pozytywnie na integrację cudzoziemców, w związku z czym 
ułatwienia w połączeniu z rodziną leżą w interesie całego państwa i społeczeństwa24. 
Rozwiązaniem, które najbardziej kompleksowo przyczyniłoby się do zjednoczenia 
rodzin cudzoziemców w Polsce byłoby przystąpienie państwa do Unii Europejskiej.  
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The obligation to protect the rights of national minorities results both from the 
Constitution of the Republic of Poland of 1997 [1, art. 32 – «1. All persons shall be 
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equal before the law. All persons shall have the right to equal treatment by public 
authorities. 2. No one shall be discriminated against in political, social or economic 
life for any reason whatsoever»; art. 35 – «1. The Republic of Poland shall ensure 
Polish citizens belonging to national or ethnic minorities the freedom to maintain and 
develop their own language, to maintain customs and traditions, and to develop their 
own culture. 2. National and ethnic minorities shall have the right to establish 
educational and cultural institutions, institutions designed to protect religious identity, 
as well as to participate in the resolution of matters connected with their cultural 
identity»] and from international regulations (e.g. art. 27 International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights – «In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic 
minorities exist, persons belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in 
community with the other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to 
profess and practise their own religion, or to use their own language» or the 
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities of 1995 r.). 
Protection of the rights and freedoms of persons belonging to minorities is an integral 
part of the international protection of human rights. According to the Act of 6 January 
2005 on national and ethnic minorities and on the regional languages, a national 
minority is a group of Polish citizens that is numerically smaller than the rest of the 
population of the Republic of Poland, significantly differs from the remaining 
citizens in its language, culture or traditions and strive to preserve them; is  aware  of  
its  own  historical,  national  community,  and  is  oriented  towards  its  expression 
and protection; its ancestors have been living on the present territory of the Republic 
of Poland for at least 100 years. To be considered a national minority, such a group 
should also identify itself with a nation organized in its own state. (art. 2 sec. 1). 

According to the applicable Polish law, the basic rights of national minorities 
include: the freedom to maintain and develop their own language; freedom to 
maintain customs and traditions and to develop their own culture [4]; the right to 
learn a language and to learn in a minority language; the right to unhampered 
religious practice; the right to establish their own educational and cultural 
institutions, as well as those aimed at protecting religious identity; the right to 
participate in settling matters concerning their own national identity; election 
preferences for election committees of minority organisations. The following 
minorities are recognised as national minorities in Poland: Byelorussians, Czechs, 
Lithuanians, Germans, Armenians, Russians, Slovaks, Ukrainians and Jews.  

Ukrainians are a national minority, the largest clusters of which are in the 
Warmińsko-Mazurskie, Zachodniopomorskie and Pomorskie voivodships. According 
to the 2011 National Census of Population and Housing, the use of the Ukrainian 
language was declared by 24,539 people in Poland [2]. Ukrainians in Poland belong 
primarily to the Catholic Church of the Byzantine-Ukrainian Rite or the Polish 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church. 

The main social organisation acting for the benefit of the Ukrainian minority is 
the established in 1990 Union of Ukrainians in Poland (Об’єднання Українців у 
Польщі). The main goal of this non-governmental organisation is activity for the 
benefit of the Ukrainian minority in Poland (preserving the cultural identity of the 
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Ukrainian community), caring for a proper Polish-Ukrainian dialogue, and consulting 
legal issues related to the situation of national minorities in Poland. In addition, the 
Union of Ukrainians in Poland has been implementing various projects for many 
years: Orthodox music concerts, the Festival of Ukrainian Culture, and scientific 
history seminars. The union is also involved in charity campaigns addressed to 
members of the Ukrainian community and citizens of Ukraine who find themselves in 
a difficult life situation. The union has 10 regional branches and several dozen local 
circles. The number of members of the local circles in all Branches of the Union is 
about 4,000 [3]. 

In addition, the following Ukrainian organisations function in Poland: the 
Ukrainian Society (Українське Товариство), the Ukrainian Youth Organization 
«PŁAST» (Пласт – українська скаутська організація), and Ukrainian Historical 
Society in Poland (Українське Історичне Товариство у Польщі). Ukrainian 
organisations and other representatives of minorities actively participate in promoting 
the Ukrainian culture and the Ukrainian language [5]. The periodical of the Ukrainian 
minority «Наше Слово» is published in Poland, as well as the periodical for 
Ukrainian teachers «Рідна мова» and the magazine «Над Бугом і Нарвою». 

The following presentation will be an analysis of two reports prepared by the 
Union of Ukrainians in Poland. The first report «Ukrainian minority and migrants 
from Ukraine in Poland. Discourse Analysis» [6] was carried out in 2018 with a grant 
from the Stefan Batory Foundation to conduct statutory activities related to 
counteracting discrimination. On the one hand, this report shows the perception of the 
Ukrainian minority and migrants from Ukraine by various groups in the Polish 
society, and on the other, it aims to counteract all forms of discrimination on the basis 
of nationality. The second report, carried out within the project is «Monitoring and 
documenting manifestations of discrimination and hate speech against the Ukrainian 
minority and migrants from Ukraine, legal interventions»[7]. 
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