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At the end of 20s century the world has seen a wave of democratic
transformations in Eastern Europe due to the collapse of the Soviet Union. These
regime transfor-mations took place in all of the ex-communist states as processes
of transition from totalitarian or authoritarian system to democratic system.
Ukraine began this process in the 1991 with the declaration of independence. Since
then Ukraine had entered a long and hard path of democratic transition from
authoritarian system which involves transformations in the economic, political and
societal systems. Political transition from one system to another is a very complex
and long process. Consolidation of a democratic system is the most reliable
indicator of a successful transition, however, such consolidation is also hardest to
achieve. According to P.Schmitter, consolidation is a process in which the dealings
that were initiated during the democratization phase as contingent measured are
translated into dependable structures, which henceforth depict the normal situation
of a political system [1].

There are four stages of democratic consolidation - institutional
consolidation (constitution), representative consolidation (political parties, interest
groups), consolidation of behavior (powerful informal political players, military,
entrepreneurs, and land owners), and consolidation of citizens’ culture [2]. There
are many factors that influence the process of democratization but most influential
are considered to be wealth, culture, education and social equality.

According to the Freedom House report on «Nations in Transit» of 2015
Ukraine’s democracy score equals to 4.86. The democracy scores and regime
ratings are based on a scale of 1 to 7, with 1 representing the highest level of
democratic progress and 7 the lowest [3]. Freedom House uses several variables to
calculate democracy scores such as: electoral progress, civil society, independent
media, national democratic governance, local democratic governance, judicial
framework and independence, corruption.

Ukraine’s democracy score started to worsen since 2008 (4.25) until 2014
(4.93) however with the recent events that took place in 2013 (Euromaidan
Revolution) Ukraine’s transition path started to shift. In 2015 Ukraine has made
considerable progress in the civil society which played an essential role during the
Euromaidan and pushed for democratization and modernization.
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Civic inclusion and mass volunteerism proved to be vital elements of the
country’s democratic progress as the people of Ukraine demonstrated their
readiness to stand for the values of democracy and protect these values. Also,
progress has been made in the area of independent media where lawmakers took
steps to convert the state media into public-service broadcasters. However,
corruption on all levels of political system still remains a serious problem despite
the efforts of lawmakers to create new anti-corruption legislations and new
institutions such as the Anti Corruption Bureau.

When we look at the Euromaidan protests and events after form the
perspective of democratic transition we can start talking of the beginning of
consolidation process. Even though signs of democratic consolidation in Ukraine
have been seen before, like after the Orange Revolution of 2004, but they lacked
the pressure form an established civil society and unity over the course of reform.
In the 1990s Ukraine has been going through early transition period, which is often
characterized by economic and political instability.

Euromaidan accelerated Ukraine’s democratic transition and began the
process of democratic consolidation. It gave birth to a powerful civil society
movement and demonstrated readiness of the people to stand for the values of
democracy and protect these values. We could clearly observe representative
consolidation by democratic political parties that united their efforts in order to
stop undemocratic opponents as well as consolidation of behavior by informal
political players.

However the spirit of Euromaidan continued when Russian aggression broke
out in Crimea and East Ukraine through mass volunteerism in the period of
economic and secular crisis. “On the level of political attitudes a democratic
regime is consolidated when the vast majority of the public — even in the middle of
a deep economic crisis and in the face of gross dissatisfaction with the
officeholders — remains convinced, that democratic proceedings and institutions
are the most suitable way to administer cohabitation in a society such as the one
concerned and when the offer of a alternative system remains small or more or less
separate from the pro-democratic process [4]. However, this is not to say that
consolidation has already happened but to say that it is the beginning of this
process. Very important factor here is political elites as there is a big demand in the
society for their renewal.

Democratization and the beginning of consolidation in Ukraine is closely
related to, and inspired by the European values and the idea of European
integration and therefore democratization process should be accompanied by the
integration process as these two are interconnected. European Union plays a very
important role in the democratization process in Ukraine as it pushes for new
democratic legislations and initiatives but also provides much needed founding. It
is the European values that inspired Ukrainians to stand up and protect democracy
in their country.
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Bikmopia A/IAMHUK, Ipuna BYPUHCHKA
M.JIeBIB, HY «JIbBiBCBbKA MOITEXHIKAY

COHIAJIBHO-TTOJIITUYHI HACIAKHA BIJTHOCTI

CeitToBa exkoHomiyHa kpuza 2008-2009 pp., 3aroctpeHHs MOJITUYHUX 1
BOEHHUX KOH(IIKTIB B 0araTh0X perioHax CBITY OOYMOBWJIM HETATWBHI TEHACHIIIT
PO3BUTKY O1THUX KpaiH, a caMe CYTT€BE 3HIKEHHSI MAaKPOCKOHOMIUHHUX MOKA3HUKIB,
MOCWJICHHSI TIOJISIpU3allii JOXOA1B, COoIlianbHOi AudepeHIriali Ta TorJuOJIeHHS THIINX
MposiBIB  O1IHOCTI: TOTIPIICHHS 3J0pPOB’Sl HACEJICHHS, 3pPOCTaHHS CMEpPTHOCTI,
ecKajalli eKOJOryHo1 Npo0JIeMH, 3pOCTaHHS PIBHS KPUMIHOTE€HHOCTI.

3TiIHO 13 3arajbHUM TIyYMayeHHSIM, O17JHICTb — I1€ HEMOKJIMBICTh 1HAUBITyYyMa
BHACIIJOK HECTadl KOIWUTIB MIATPUMYBATH CHOCIO  KUTTA, MpPUTAMAHHHUUA
KOHKPETHOMY CYCHUIBCTBY BIPOAOBXK MEBHOro mepioay uacy. [{o OiAHUX BEpCTB
HaceJICHHS HaJIe)KaTh TI, XTO HE 3 BJIACHOI BOJI I0O30aBJICHUM HaWHEOOX1THIIIOIO:
HAJIeKHOIO JKUTIA, 1K1, OJArYy, 340pOB’s. BIIHICTh — Lie cTpax mnepen ManOyTHIM,
0OyMOBJICHUI HEBIIEBHEHICTIO JIOJIMHUA Y CBOiX MOXIIMBOCTSAX 3aXHUCTUTU cede 1
cBOiX Onmu3bkux. KpaiiHiM nposiBoM O1AHOCTI € 3TUACHHICTb.

€ Hu3Ka 00’ €KTUBHUX MPUYUH, 110 3yMOBIIIOIOTH MacOBY O1AHICTh Y 6araTtbox
kpainax. Ile — ekoHOMIUHA BiJICTaNICTh, O€3POOITTS, HU3bKA MPOAYKTUBHICTH Tpalli
tomo. CrpusitoTh MOMMUPEHHIO O1HOCTI HEKOHTPOJIHOBAHE 3POCTAaHHS HACEJICHHS,
BIMHH, TPOMAJTHCHKI KOH(IIKTH Ta 1HII MOJITHYHI TOTPSCIHHS, 10 MPU3BOIATH 10
MacoBOi Mirpatii Ta HOpyUIyIoTh HOpMaJIbHy pOOOTY €KOHOMIKH.

VY pe3ynbTari €KOHOMIYHOI 1 COLIaIbHOT AUCKpUMIHAIIT O1/1H1 JIFOJU 4acToO HE
MaroTh 1H(pOpMaIlii, OCBITHROTO PIBHS Ta JOCBIY, HEOOX1THUX JIJI1 aKTUBHOI y4acTi B
MPUUAHSTTI MOJITUYHUX pillleHb. BoHU a00 MOBHICTIO 130J1bOBaHI, a00 MarOTh JYXKe
0OMEXEHUW JOCTYN 10 JAEP’KABHOIO YyNpaBiiHHS. J[oTpMMaHHS MOMITUYHUX MPaB 1
cBO0Oa OITHUX JIIOACH Mae BaXJIMBE 3HAYCHHS JJi1 OOpOTHOM 13 COIIAJIbHOIO
130J1A111€10 Ta O1HICTIO, 3BOPOTHE K BUKJIMKAE arpecito 1 HaCWIbCTBO. BinTak, BUeH1
3BEPTAIOTh YBary TrJ00albHOI CHIIBHOTHM Ha T, IO OIMHICTh TOPOIKYE SK
OJIMHOYHHH, TaK 1 TPYMOBUN TEPOPHU3M, a TAKOXK TMOSBY TPAHCKOPJAOHHUX 3JIOYMHHUX
opranizanii [1; 2]. AHami3 mpoGieMu OiTHOCTI K BAXKIMBOTO (PaKTOPYy TEPOPUIMY Ta
1HIMX (GopM MIKHAPOAHOT 3JI0YMHHOCTI Ja€ 3MOTY 3pOOMTH BHCHOBOK PO T€, LIO
«cy0’€eKkTHBHa» O1AHICTb, HEIOCTYIHICTh MaTepiaibHuX Oinar, Oa)kaHHS iX JIETKO
OTpUMATH y MOEAHAHHI 13 creU(IYHUM MOJITHYHUM CEPEIOBUIIEM, 110 XapaKTEPHO
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