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HUMANISTIC IDEAS BY MARCILIO FICINI

Marsilio Ficino was an Italian scholar and Catholic priest who was one of the most influential humanist philosophers of the
early Italian Renaissance. He was an astrologer, a reviver of Neoplatonism in touch with the major academics of his day and he also
translated and commented on the writings of Plato and other classical Greek authors generated the Florentine
Platonist Renaissance that influenced European thought for two centuries.

Ficino was the son of a physician who was acquainted with the Florentine ruler and patron of leaming Cosimo de” Medici.
After being trained in Latin language and literature, Ficino studied Aristotelian philosophy and medicine. probably at Florence. He
was introduced to the Latin versions of the works of Plato and the Neoplatonists (new Platonist) by Western writer Augustine of
Hippo (5th century) and the leading medieval scholar Thomas Aquinas. He then acquired a thorough knowledge of Greek in order to
read and interpret the classical philosophers in their original texts. Supported by Cosimo de’ Medici and his successors, he devoted
the remainder of his life to the translation and interpretation of Plato and the succeeding Platonic school, whose thought he attempted
to integrate more closely with Christian theology.

In 1462 Ficino became head of the Platonic Academy of Florence. Situated at the Medici villa at Careggi, outside Florence,
the academy with its endowment of Greek manuscripts became one of the foremost intellectual centres of Europe. Ficino’s numerous
translations from Greek into Latin include some Neoplatonic and early Christian writings and. above all. the complete works of Plato
and the 3rd-centurv Neoplatonist Plotinus. Finished about 1470 but not printed until 1484, Ficino’s was the first to completely
translate all of Plato’s work into European language. His versions of both Plato and Plotinus remained in general use until the 18th
century. Ficino was ordained a priest in 1473 and later was named a church official of Florence Cathedral.

Ficino coined the term “prisca theologia’ to refer to an ancient true theology which was the foundation of all religious thought.
The thought process here being that this ancient and pure theology was garbled and diluted throughout the centuries and had to be
restored through careful analysis of the surviving ancient texts. The Renaissance humanists were philologists, people interested in
studying language through written historical sources. For the most part, they studied Biblical, ancient Roman, and Greek texts to gain
greater insights into the original version of particular texts.

In his Theologia platonica, Marsilio Ficino sought to defend the immortality of the soul and inherent dignity of humanity.
Ficino argues that the soul rests in the middle of a great chain of being., with the Christian god and angels above and animals below.
His great chain of being consists of five basic levels: God, angelic mind. rational soul, quality, and body. Humanity occupies a central
position between mortal and immortal the body being mortal and the soul immortal. Ficino was deeply influenced by arguments for
the immortality of the soul presented by Socrates in Plato’s Phaedo as well as the works of Plotinus.

«We would do well to call soul the third and middle essence, as the Platonists do, because it is the mean for all and the third
from both directions. If you descend from God, you will find soul at the third level down; or at the third level up, if you ascend from
body.» Marsilio Ficino, Theologia platonica

Ficino revised the thought of Plato in a Renaissance perspective. In conceiving the universe as a hierarchy of substances that
descends from God to matter. he was strongly influenced by Neoplatonic and medieval views. Yet in assigning to the human soul a
privileged, central place in this hierarchy and stressing that the soul through its universal, infinite aspirations and thoughts links the
highest with the lowest beings and acts as a bond and knot of the universe, Ficino reveals his sympathy with the thought of
Renaissance humanism, which gave special emphasis to man and his dignity. Seeing a parallel in the Platonic and Christian concept
of love, he explained in his commentary on the *Symposium’ that the highest form of human love and friendship is a communion
based ultimately on the soul’s love for God. This theory of spiritual, or «Platonic,» love dominated European poetry and literature
during the 16th century.

In conclusion Ficino’s interpretation of Platonism greatly influenced subsequent European thought. His teaching that man
naturally tends toward religion. distinguishing him from the lower animals, and that all religions have a measure of truth. His
philosophy is understood as the scientific religion. opening the truths contained in faith. The main feature of a person is his aspiration
to freedom. For Ficino. the immortality and divinity of the soul was the basis of ‘the dignity of Man’ which the artists and writers of
the renaissance sought to express in countless ways. In time the expression of this idea touched every aspect of life, it still has
influence to this day.
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CHUMBOJITYHAI CBIT MI®OJIOTTI SIK « BIMHUAN CBITOK» ICHYBAHHS ICTHHH

CyuacHy JyXOBHY KyJIbTYDPY YKpaiHCBKOIO Hapo/y MOKHA IIOBHICTIO 3PO3YMITH IICIS 3 SICYBaHHS THX IIEPIIOIIOYATKIB, IO
chopMyBaIHCs B JI0 — 1 XPUCTUSTHCHKUH TIEPio I, a MICIS PUHHATTS XPUCTHUSHCTBA AT HOBY SIKICTD, SIKa 1 € BIIPOJOBK JEKUTBKOX
CTOMITH JYITIEIO HAPOHOI KyJIBTYPH, HE JIa€ 1 3arUHyTH, HaBiTh Y HAWCKIIaIHINX YMOBaxX HOBOT'O Yacy.

OcoGIMBUM CBITOTIISTHAM SIIPOM IIEPBHHHOI KYIBTYPHU, OCOOIMBOIO GOPMOIO CBITOCIIPHUUHSTTS, UyTTEBUM, CHHKPETHUHUM
VSIBIIEHHSIM TIPO TIPUPOJTY 1 CYCIUTLCTBO € Midomnoris. Mid sk ITiTiCHa OIToBib Moxke Tepeadaunty Mid stk croBo [1]. [TizHamms aGo
MUCIIEHH, ke 6YII0 BTLTIEHE B CIIOBI 1 6YII0 MI(OIOTTUHIM MUCTEHHSIM aGo mpocto Mipom. A. A. Taxo-T'oxi 3 Touku 30py Ha «Mid»
1 «CJIOBO» BU3HAYMIIA «BEUKY CMHCIIOBY HAIlOBHIOBAHICTh «Miy» SIK CIIOBa B H10T0 KOMYHIKATHBHIN QYHKIT 1 TOTOBHUM 06pa3oM
BHU3HAUCHY BOJHOBY HAIIPABIEHICTh CIIOBA, SIKE BTUMOE B cOOl JISAKWI IHTCHITIOHATHHHUN akKT JIOAWHU, MPAarHEHHS TOMIITH Ha
criBOeciIHIKA MIFICHO TyMKOIO, & He cIpaBooy [2, c. 80-81].

HayxoBe mocmimkeHHs MioIorii SK cekTopa MI(OIOrii B3araili Ta 3aralbHOCIOB’SHCHKOI MiOTOTIT 30KpeMa, BUBUCHHS
11poGIeMH 3 BUZHAUCHHSIM CIIEIMBIKU S3UUHUIBKOTO MUCTIEHHS! PO3IIOUAocs 3 cepeMH X1X CTOMITTS. Y IhOMY PYCIIi IIPaIffoBaIn
I'. bytkeBuu, E. Menertuncexuit, 11. Tonouko, /1. SIBopaumkuii, M. bpatiueBcrkuit, b. PutGakos, Jloce O. ®@., M. 1. Koctomapos, M.
Maxcumosuy, O. O. TloteSus, M. Cymriios, Topkanues 1i # pociticbki gocnigauku O. Bycnaes, O. Adanaces, O. Becenoperkuit, a
Takox 3axigHoeBporneticbki ¢pitocodu IOmr K. T'., @. Keccuni, ©. [lemminr, I'. Crencep, E. Tetimop, JI. ITitentepr, E. Kaccipep, O.
Opetinendepr, 3. Opoitn, K. Jlei-Ctpoc. [{ikaBUMU € TTUOHHHI JOCTKEHHS CI0B THChbKoI MipoTBopuocti . @. ["omoBarpkoro,
M.I. Kocromaposa, mutponiommta [mapiona, ['eoprist BynamreBa, 1. Heuys-JleBurpkoro, BopoBcbkoro S, €. Tlpote me 30BciM He
JIOCKOHAJIO TIPOCTEKEHO TOH IIIacT AyXOBHOI KyJIbTYPH HAIlIOT0 Hapoy, B SKOMY KpPi3b IIPU3MY CUMBOIY MOHA II00AUUTH ITTUOUHY
CBITOTTISITY JIABHIX CIIOB STH.

JlaBus midororist 3 ii Halfipi3HOMaHITHIMIMMAME 0o6pa3aMd 1 CHMBOJIAMM — II€ He TPUMITHBHA (HaHTaCMOTOPIS HaImxX
TIPEJIKIB, a 3aK0JIOBaH1 3HAHHS MPO CBITOGYI0BY. «MidoIoris € BUIYMKOIO, SIKIIO UBUTHCS HA Hel 3 TOUKH 30PY HAYKY, ... a 3 TOUKU
30py camMoro MiiMHOTO PO3YMIHHS, Hi B SIKOMY BHIIQJIKY HE MOXHA KazaTu, mo Mi(p € QIKINero 1 Tpolo daHTasii...», «.. Mip €
HABHUITIOIO 32 CBOETO KOHKPETHICTIO, MAKCUMATHHO IHTEHCHBHOIO 1 B BETVKIiH Mipi HAIIPY>KEHOIO pealbHICTION, — TaKke TBEPPKEHHS €
y O. @. Jlocepa. 3a O. @. JloceBum «CUMBOIITHII TIacT Midy Moxke OyTu Ayke ckiagauM. Mid HIKOTH He € TITHKHA CXeMoro, aGo
TUILKU alleTOPIETo, ajle 3aBKA 1 MepIl 3a Bce CHMBOJIOM, 1, Bke OyAydr CHMBOJIOM, BIH MOKE BMIIMTyBaTH B o0l CXEMATHYHI,
ANETOPUYHI ¥ YCKITAHEHO-CUMBOMIYHI TDIacTd...» [3, ¢. 320]. MilicHo MipoM MOXKHA OXOIMTH BEIUKY IUTOMMHY MHHYJOTO 1
BOJIHOYAC BUTBOPUTH HUM JIWITIE B JICKUIBKOX CIIOBaX ICTUHHY CYTh PEaIbHOTO.

CBITOTIISA IABHIX CITOB’SIH — Mi(H, BIpYBaHHS, 3BUYAl, OOPSAN — II€ CBOEPLIHUN CITOCi6 poO3yMIHHS MPUPOTHOT JIHCHOCTI 1
THOJICEKOTO KUTTS [4, ¢. 28]. CBIT YSBISBCS CIOB STHAM-SI3MUHUKAM SIK €TMHIIN JKHBUI KOCMOC, TTI0 OXOILTIOBAB YC1 YaCTUHU BYMOT
HUM TIPUPOTA. 3HAUCHHS Y Mi(i KOHCTPYIOIOTHCS Y GOpMI pyXITHBHX 06pasiB, KOXKEH 3 SIKUX Mae 6araro 3Ha4deHb, ITI0 BIXOJUTH Ha
SIKUPCH OJTUH-€/TMHUH 00pa3-CUMBOI UM OHATTS. [IeBHUMI c110ci6 MaTepiabHO- Ty XOBHOT KUTTEASIIBHOCTI JTFOAMHU TOTO Y 1HITIOTO
miepioy, ii KymbTypHOI icTopii BUTBopIoe obpa3 cBiTy. HocieM >XMBUX eHepriii cBiTy € cuMBoi. CTPYKTypa CHUMBONIB IEBHOI
KyJIbTYPHO{ CIIUIBHOTH YTBOPIOE IIAPAUTMy iX JyXOBHO-IIPAKTHYHOL KU TTEALUIPHOCTL. HUMM BUCTYIIAIOTH OOPSH, TIPUTHI, 3aBISKU
SIKUM 3aBYalTbOBaHI, CXOBaHI BiJ] CTOPOHHIX 3HAHHS HAAULTIOTHCS TAEMHUYICTIO, TMOG YTPUMATH 3aIEKHICTH JIONL JAHOTO POJY,
mwieMeHi. MigooriuHe MUCTEHHS — Iie 0COONMMBUIT BUJT CBITOCIIPUIMHATTS, cIienmdiure, ob6pa3He, YyTTEBE YSIBICHHS TIPO SBUINA
TIPUPOJM 1 CYCTIUTHHOTO JKUTTS, HalflaBHiMa ¢opMa CyCHiUTbHOI cBifjoMocTi. BoHo sBiste coGol0 TBOpEHHS B YSBICHHI abo 3a
JOTIOMOT'OIO  VSIBIIEHb 1HITOI AIHCHOCTI — CY6 €KTHBHOI, UMO31MHOI, KOTpa CIYXKUTh HE CTITHKU IS TOSCHEHHS, CKITHKU JIIS
OIIpaBJaHH BU3HAUEHUX YCTAHOB, JUISI CAHKI[IOHYBAHHS BH3HAYEHOI CBIJIOMOCTI Ta ITOBEAIHKU. JIOJChKEe MHCIEHHS Ha PaHHIX
eTariax CBOrO iCHyBaHHS OTOTOKHIOBANIO BCE JKMBE 1 HEXKUBE, HaJIaBAIO BEIMKOTO 3HAUEHHS aHAIOTi, OIlepyBalo PI3HOTO POy
MariqHuM 06pazaMy 1 CHMBOJIAMIL

VY cnpudHSTTI Toelt TaBHUHY Midu OyIIM YMMOCH Ha 3pa3oK SHIMKIONEIl, B SIKii MoxkHa GyIo 3HaWTH BiAIIOBIAI Ha BCl
TMTaHHS JIOJACHKOTO OYTTI. Y cBoepifHiil MidonoriuHit Gopmi CHpUIHSITTS OyIM 3MHTI Pi3HI GOPMH TyXOBHO-TIPAKTHHIHOT
JUSDTHHOCTI MIOAMHA. MioTIoris cTae BUpaskeHHSIM €JMHO MOKITMBOTO ITi3HaHHA |3, ¢. 15].

3aBsaky MipOB1 HE CTUTHKHU IMI3HAETHCS JIMCHICTD, CKUTHKU MIEPEKUBACTHCS BECH TIPOITEC TBOPSHHS CBITY, B SIKOMY JIFOJIMHA
Oyna CIBYHYaCHHUKOM BHINMX HAaJIPUPOTHUX CHII, TBOPIEM IMi3HAHHS Jo0pa Ta 37a. XapakTepHUMHU pucaMH Mi(oCBIIOMOCTI €
OJIOJTHEHHSI HAaBKOJMITIHBOT'O CEPEIOBUINA, HaMaraHHs IOSICHUTH CBIT 3a JIOIIOMOTOIO 3BMUHMX aHTporoMopdHHMX o0pasis, aie
HAWTOIOBHINMOK 03HAKOIO Mipy € fioro rimboka CHUMBOTIYHICTD. [lepBICHOMY MHCIICHHIO TpUTAMaHHE MHCIICHHS 13 IIEBHOIO
CHCTEMOIO 3HaKiB (ToTeM, Taly ToImo). 300payBallbHi IIpe/METH He BTPayYarouH CBO€i KOHKPETHOCTL, MOXKYTh CTaBaTH OJJHOYACHO
3HAKaMH HITIAX TIpeMETIiB aGo SBUIII, a Tie 3HAYNUThH, 10 BOHM CHMBOJITHO 3aMIHIOIOTH iX. TakvM YMHOM, B TIpOTIec] ITi3HAHHS Ha
paHHIX eTarax Mi)OTOTITHOTO MUCICHHS YTBOPIOBAIHCS CIIEPIITY CTHUXIMHO, a Mi3HIIIe Y KOHKPETHIiH GOpMi CHMBOIH, SIKI BUpasKaI
TIparHeHHSI JHOJMHY JI0 Mi3HAHHS OTOUYIOUOro cBiTy. JIOJAChKa CBIIOMICTH TOYala OBOJOJIBATH CHMBOJAMH TOJi, KOIHU
KOMITOHEHTaMH ii JOCBIly CTABaIM €MOIIii, BIpYBaHH, 00pa3H IMOBEIIHKH BiJTHOCHO IHITIMX KOMITOHEHTIB ii JOCBiy. Y CHMBOII, ITif
TIOKPOBOM MiQy, CKpUBanacsl Hal3alloBITHINNA ICTHMHA, ska 30epiramacs Ml MaiOyTHIX TOKONiHB. lIpoTe ictmHa Morma GyTu
3aXOBaHa He TUIBKY B CUMBOJIAX, a i B Gaifkax, Ka3Kax, aleropisx ta oopsiax. CUMBOJ He TUIBKH 30epirae icTUHY IIPOTATOM ITEBHIX
CTOMNITh, ajle ¥ CIyXUTh BIYHUM CBIiJKOM ICHYBaHHS ITi€i ICTUHM. 3a TBepKEeHHSIMH AHHW be3aHT: «IpH3HAYEHHS CHMBOIY —
3aXOBYBATH ICTUHY, MOGH BOHA 3 YaCOM MOTJIa TIOSIBUTHCS Ha CBIT, TIIOGH JIIOJIM 3HOBY YBipyBalM B Hel» [0, ¢.103; c.271].

Hisixuit uyTreBHii 06pa3 HE MOXKe aJIEKBaTHO BHUPA3UTH JyXOBHHUI 3MICT 1 ijlealbHe 3HAUEHHS CMHCIIOXUTTEBHUX IIPEAMETIB
Tak SIK cUMBOIL SIk 3a3Hauae X.-I". [ajgamep: «... CHMBOI Iie 3HAKOBE 3aMIITIEHHST, BiH niepeibayuae MeTadi3UuHUil 3B SI30K BUAUMOTO
o6pucy 1 HEBUAMMOTO BU3HAYEHHS, 1151 «TOUKA TIEPETUHY» JBOX cdep JIeKUTh B OCHOBI BCIX (GOPM PETIriHHIX KYIbTIB, TaK Camo
GIM3bKO JIEKUTD 1 3aCTOCYBAHHS CUMBOIY Y cdepl eCTeTHHHOTO 1 HaquyTreBoroy [7, ¢. 118-119].

OCHOBHUM 3aBJaHHSIM CHUMBOIY OYIIO BIATBOPEHHS HAaMBaKIMBIIMX IMMTaHh JIIOJCHKOI KyJIBTYpH, IIpollieM
B3a€MOBITHOITIEHHS JIIOIMHH 1 cBITY. [Iporiec po3BUTKY JOACHKOT KYIBTYPH 3 1i popMaMi 1 crrocoGaMu BiTHOTIICHHS JIFOIHU 1 CBITY
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