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The role of competenses in formation of competitive advantages of enterprise are defined. Basic directions and
forms of development of competenses of specialists in the field of enterprise's foreign economic activity management are
highlighted.
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HARMONIZATION OF EUROPEAN CONTRACT LAW AS A MEANS
OF BOOSTING POLAND’S ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN THE EUROPEAN MARKET
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The aim of this paper is to analyze whether the harmonization of European Contract Law through the
unification of laws and regulations relating to international business transactions can boost Poland`s economic activity
and improve growth within the sector of Small and Medium Enterprises.

The initial idea behind the creation of the European Union was a peaceful cooperation for restoring economic
stability and order. Over time the Union expanded onto other aspects of life such as education, employment, healthcare,
travel, leisure and international business relations. A result of European integration were lower transaction costs due to
the abolition of custom duties for trade between Member States, a common currency for a larger group of the EU
members, the single market and reduced meaning of national frontiers to name just a few.

The idea of European integration proved compelling enough to attract the current 27 Member States. The
source of attraction lies with the ease of functioning within an integrated Europe. This is achieved by the simplification
and unification of procedures within the Member States.

The process is neither finite nor complete however. There are still areas which lack harmonization. One of
such domains that calls for urgent attention is the harmonization of European Contract Law from an economic
perspective. In order to properly understand and function in highly competitive international business environments,
one needs a code to follow. It would also be reasonable from a good business practice point of view to act according to
a unified and transparent set of rules.

The first attempts at harmonization of Civil Law date back to the year 2001 when the European Commission
published the Communication on European Contract Law. Two years later, the European Commission introduced the
Action Plan. As a result, in 2008 the Study Group on a European Civil Code and the Research Group on Existing EC
Private  Law  presented  the  European  Commission  with  a  Draft  Common  Frame  of  Reference  (DCFR),  which  was
published in February 2009.

The DCFR is first and foremost an academic text, separate from political dissertations. It contains a set of
principles, definitions and model rules which the authors hope to be a “tool for better lawmaking” Principles,
Definitions and Model Rules of European Private Law Draft Common Frame of Reference (DCFR), Outline Edition.
Prepared by the Study Group on a European Civil Code and the Research Group on EC Private Law (Acquis Group).
Based in part on a revised version of the Principles of European Contract Law. Edited by Christian von Bar, Eric Clive
and Hans Schulte-Nölke, Hugh Beale, Johnny Herre, Jérôme Huet, Matthias Storme, Stephen Swann, Paul Varul, Anna
Veneziano and Fryderyk Zoll. Sellier, European Law Publishers [23, p. 29]. The underlying principles governing the
creation of the DCFR are freedom, security, justice and efficiency.
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